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7502 2nd Street 
Burnaby, BC, V3N 3R5 
Phone:  604-296-9029 
http://secondstreet.burnabyschools.ca  

December 2019 
 

Principal:  Mr. Jeff Hutton 
Head Teacher:  Ms. Lindsay Holliday 

Coordinator:  Ms. Gayle Beavil  

At Second Street Community School, we are committed to be a respectful,   
joyful, and safe learning environment where we all strive to be our best. 

Hello and welcome to December, 

Last month, we remembered the efforts and sacrifices of many individuals, as well as those who put their lives in 
danger in the name of peace and freedom around the world.  Remembering all that these people have done 
during times of war, military conflict, and peace helps us to better understand our nation’s history and its 
future.  At our Remembrance Day assembly, we were fortunate to have a Naval Veteran’s Band play for 
us.  Students (in uniform) brought in our flags and our student emcees did a great job.  

The month continued at a very busy pace.  Both our grade 6 and 7 boys and girls represented us around the 
district during volleyball season.  They played hard and demonstrated very positive attitudes.  Well done everyone! 
We would like to thank all of the staff members who gave their time to support our kids throughout the 
season.  Near the end of November we had our Guru Nanak celebration supported by many members of our 
community and it was an amazing feast. Thank you to everyone who helped prepare the food and helped serve 
almost 500 meals. 

This month we will not be slowing down. Many classes will be walking to Moody Arena in New Westminster to go 
skating, or taking part in other outdoor activities throughout December.  Our (always popular) Breakfast with Santa 
will be held on Saturday, December 7th.  To get ready for the winter break we will have our school wide pancake 
breakfast and sing-a-long on Friday, December 20th, the last day of school before the winter break.  The school will 
reopen on Monday, January 6th. 

We wish you a Merry Christmas, Happy Holidays, and a Happy New Year. 

 Sincerely, 

Jeff Hutton 
Principal 

COMMUNITY & PARENT ADVISORY COUNCIL MEETING – PLEASE JOIN US!  
When: Monday, December 9th at 9:15 a.m. —10:30 a.m. 
Where: Community Room 
Who: All parents and community members are invited. 
Come and find out more about the school and what's happening in the community.  Our school’s Principal 
and the Community School Coordinator will be there, too.  Support your child's learning and help make this      
community even stronger!  Get involved! 

Traffic around the school 
We know our school is difficult to access by car 
and we encourage families to walk (rather than 
drive) their student(s) to school.  If you must 
drive your student(s) to school, please be 
considerate of the community around the 
school.  Please DO NOT block drive ways or 
alleyways, or park in the school’s two parking 
lots.  Please DO park on the street and walk 
your children into the school.  We appreciate 
your cooperation. 

Hot Lunch Envelopes 
Our hot lunch program is a valuable resource for all of our families.  
We will ensure that no child goes without a lunch, but we are running 
into difficulties with ordering because many of our students are not 
returning their hot lunch envelopes. The amount of food ordered is in 
relation to the number of envelopes returned.  Please ensure that 
envelopes are returned promptly with whatever payment you are able 
to make.  Students without envelopes will be the last students served 
in order to ensure there is enough food for those who have returned 
the envelope. 
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COLDER WEATHER 
With the colder weather upon us, we urge 
you to ensure your child(ren) are dressed  
appropriately for the weather as students are 
expected to be outside during recess and the 
lunch hour  - this includes light rain          
conditions.  Long sleeves, hats, gloves, and warm jackets would 
be best.  If your child is not well enough to go outside at recess 
and lunch, they are not well enough to be at school. 

SPECIAL LUNCH DAYS 
A reminder that our next Pizza 
Day is Thursday, December 19th 

SCHOOLWIDE PANCAKE BREAKFAST 
& PYJAMA DAY 
Our school-wide Pancake Breakfast and 
pyjama day for students and staff is on 
Friday, December 20th in the morning 
(starting at 9:00 a.m.).  If you would like to help 

volunteer for this event, please contact 
the community office at 604-296-9029, 
ext 5.   

STUDENT CELL PHONE USE 
We know that families may provide their children with a cell phone as a safety precaution while they travel to 
and from school.  We have become aware that some students are using their cell phones during regular school 
hours and, in some instances, students have created and posted videos to their social media accounts during 
these hours.  Notices were sent home on Friday, November 15th to families of intermediate students about this. 

We would like to take this opportunity to remind all school families that students should NOT use their cell phones 
at school (from 8:55 a.m. until 3:00 p.m.) without their teacher’s permission.  If a student needs to make a phone 
call during the school day, the expectation is that the call be made from the office.  

We ask that you speak to your child(ren) about our school’s policy regarding cell phone use during school hours 
and to remind them that they are expected to turn their cell phones off from 8:55 a.m. until 3:00 p.m. and keep 
them out of sight, or locked away safely with the classroom teacher during those hours UNLESS their teacher 
gives them permission to keep them out to use in their classroom learning.   

If their teacher gives them permission to use their cell phones for their classroom learning, they are permitted to 
take their cell phones out and turn them on.  However, students may ONLY access the websites and apps their 
teacher gives them permission to use.  Students MAY NOT access social media during these times for any        
reason.   

As of Monday, November 18th, 2019, any intermediate students who wish to use their cell phones 
when their teacher has given their class permission use them for classroom learning MUST have 
completed and returned the ‘Student Cell Phone Use—Technology and Expectations’ form to their 
teacher.  If you have any questions, or need a form, please let us know. 

LOST & FOUND 

Please take a moment, before our Winter Break, to look through the Lost and Found box       
located on the 1st floor by the 1st street entrance, for any clothing items that might belong to 
your child.   

There are so many items at this time that we aren’t even able to hang them all up to display 
properly.  Most of the items are jackets and hoodies and we know that they belong to our student          
population. 
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WEATHER RELATED SCHOOL CLOSURES 
All schools will remain OPEN, unless there is heavy snowfall, damage or other circumstances 
(e.g. power  outage) that make it impossible to operate safely.  In the event there are 
certain schools or the entire district closed due to snow (or any other weather-related 
issues) announcements will be made on local  radio stations by 7 a.m. on the day of the 
closure. Please do not call the radio station – tune in and listen for the                         
announcements, or check the radio station websites. 

Closure information will also be posted on the district website at www.burnabyschools.ca and on Twitter 
@burnabyschools (please follow us!).  However, keep in mind that there may be situations where this is not 
possible, for example, if there are power outages or technical problems.  The most reliable way to get 
school closure information is to listen to the local radio stations.  
 

PLEASE NOTE:  Information will only be provided on school closures.  If there is no closure information, our 
schools are open for learning!  However, the decision to send your child to school, or not, is ultimately a 
family decision.  

For more detailed information on weather related school closures, please refer to the district’s website 
( h ps://burnabyschools.ca/winter‐weather‐procedures/ ) 

 

Are your Child’s Immunizations Up to Date for Kindergarten? 
Vaccines are a healthy choice for your child. They provide immunity and prevent disease.  

Two vaccines are free for Kindergarten age children starting at age 4: 

 Tdap-IPV: protects against tetanus diphtheria, pertussis (whooping cough) and polio 

 MMRV: protects against measles, mumps, rubella and varicella (chickenpox) 

If public health does not have up to date information about your child’s immunizations, you will get a letter 
from your local  public health unit. 

If you get a letter from public health, please provide a copy of your child’s immunization record as soon as 
possible. You can: 

 Take the record to your local public health unit 

 Email the record to reportimmunizations@fraserhealth.ca, you can do this by emailing a photo or 
typing your child’s record; be sure the record includes your child’s full name, date of birth, sex, and 
personal health number (if available) 

 Fax or mail the record to your local public health unit 

If your child needs additional immunizations, please call your family doctor, local pharmacist (for those 5 
years of age and older), or public health to book an appointment. 

 

Visit www.fraserhealth.ca/getimmunized for a list of community vaccine providers. 
 

To book an immunization appointment with public health call: 

 604-702-4906 (residents of Mission, Abbotsford, Chilliwack, Agassiz and Hope) 

 604-476-7087 (residents in all other areas of Fraser Health) For more infor-
mation: www.fraserhealth.ca/immunizations 
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  Nut Allergy awareness 
We would like to take this opportunity to 
remind families that several students in 
our school family have a life-threatening 
allergy to Nut Products.  Exposure to even 
a trace amount of peanuts, peanut 
butter, peanut dust or peanut oil could 
cause anaphylactic shock and, without 
immediate emergency medical 
assistance, loss of consciousness and 
death.  Since the allergen can easily be 
transferred from any child’s hands to an 
item in the school or playground which 
an allergic child may touch, we are 
asking your cooperation to reduce the 
risk of exposure for these children. 

The only way to provide a safe 
environment for a severely allergic child is 
to completely avoid the allergic 
substance; therefore, we are asking 
families to limit the use of foods 
containing peanuts, nuts or peanut 
products from being sent to school for 
snacks, lunches or treat days.  We hope 
to be able to strike a balance between 
the rights of all students to eat what they 
like and allergic children’s rights to 
relative safety in the school setting. 

 Therefore we are implementing a 
“Reduce the Risk” awareness in 
the school to inform students and 
parents of the risk to these 
children and what you can do to 
help. 

 It’s understood that accidents will 
happen.  No student needs to be 
fearful of inadvertently bringing a 
peanut food to school. 

 The school nurse has  reviewed 
emergency preparedness with 
the staff should they need to 
respond to an anaphylactic           
emergency. 

Ensuring the safety of anaphylactic 
children in a school setting depends on 
the cooperation of the entire school 
community.  As the occurrence of serious 
allergies continues to increase, it is 
essential that schools enter into 
partnership with parents and medical      
professionals to protect  anaphylactic 
children from potential tragedy.   

If you have any new medical information 
regarding your own child’s potential for 
an anaphylactic reaction, it is  important 
that you share this  information with us. 
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PARENT/GUARDIAN: 
 Inform the school every year of your child’s 

allergy and give updated emergency contacts  
 Work with the school an teacher to develop a 

plan for your child 
 Encourage your child to speak out when they 

feel they are having an allergic reaction  
 Encourage your child to carry their own EpiPen, 

not share foods/utensils and practice good hand 
washing  

 Teach your child that it is okay to say, ”No” to 
foods when offered  

 Order a medic-alert bracelet/necklace for child 
 
ALL PARENTS/GUARDIANS: 
 Should be informed that there is an allergic child 

in the school  
 Encourage their own child to respect all students 

regardless of allergies  
 In younger grades, see “Allergy Aware School & 

Childcare Settings - Tips for parents whose 
children attend allergy aware settings” available 
from your Public Health office 

 
OTHER STUDENTS: 
 Will not share food, drinks or utensils  

 Wash hands before and after eating  

 Clean eating area after meals & snacks 

 Respect the allergic child  
 Know who to call in case they think the allergic 

child needs help 
 
 

PRINCIPAL:  
 Meet with teacher(s), parents/guardian of child 

to develop an individual written plan  

 Ensure an up-to-date list of emergency contacts  

 Provide in-service on anaphylaxis to all school 
personnel  

 Ensure medications/EpiPen is appropriately stored 
in an unlocked area 

 
TEACHER(S): 
 Follow school policy and plan for the allergic 

child  
 Discuss allergies in age-appropriate terms with 

students  

 Create a positive attitude and safe environment 
without isolating the child  

 Do not use identified foods in activities or parties  
 Encourage hand washing before and after 

eating  

 Discourage sharing of food and utensils  
 Take EpiPen and cellular phone/arrange phone 

access on all field trips  
 
STUDENT: 
 Will only eat foods from home and not share 

utensils or drinks  
 Will tell an adult if they feel they are having an 

allergic reaction  

 Have their EpiPen with them at all times  

 Wash hands before and after eating 
 

Peanut Allergy 
The most common cause of a severe allergic reaction is 
peanuts and other nuts. About 36% of people with food 
allergies are allergic to peanuts.  
 
Anaphylaxis  
Anaphylaxis is a severe allergic reaction. It can cause 
severe sickness or death! It can happen in seconds, 
minutes or even hours after someone has been exposed 
to the “allergen” (allergy source). Urgent medical treat-
ment is required. Call 9-1-1 if you think someone is having 
an anaphylactic reaction. 
 

Parts We Play in Being Nut Aware 
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A Few Things About Our Community School 

The Community Room (209) is open to all parents and community members. We have a computer there for 
them to use, and we have coffee, tea, and space for them to sit and talk or meet friends.  Please 
encourage them to come in! 

Thursdays is our social “CommuniTEA Time” from 9 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.  Join us for talk, learning, and 
community building.  Don’t hesitate to contact me, Gayle Beavil, the Community School Coordinator. My 
number is 604-836-3290. 

Tuesdays (Nov. 12, Dec. 10, Jan. 14) will be “CommuniTEA TECH Tuesdays” from 10:00 a.m. – 11:30a.m. Join 
us in the Community Room and use Ipads and laptops that will be provided by the Burnaby                  
Neighbourhood House’s “Geek Squad”!  You can try them out, learn new things, or get help with projects 
you are working on, such as resumes.  

Information about supports for low-income families – We have information about how to access many supports, 
such as Christmas and Camping Bureau, Parks and Recreation Credits, funds from KidSport and Jumpstart for 
league sports, etc. 

Information about ESL, Family, Preschool and Childcare – We have information about programs in the area 

2nd Street supports for families: We have the StrongStart Centre, the Breakfast and Homework club, the Clothing 
Exchange, the Food Cupboard, our open Community Room, CommuniTEA Times (info about all of these will 
be in the newsletter and of course, in the community Office) 

The Breakfast Club – At 8:15 a.m. each morning, in the Community Room, we have a Breakfast/Homework Club.  
Food is available for any children who are hungry, and they can get a bit of help with homework, too.  
Children must stay in the Community Room and eat/study/talk quietly, if attending. 

Out of school programs for kids – Kevin Herd, our school Connect Worker, can help you with information about, 
and how to have your child involved in, out of school programs.  We have many programs and we keep 
costs low so everyone can participate.  

Community & Parent Advisory Council (Community Council) Meetings – These are once a month and are an 
excellent way to get involved, support your children and be more aware of what is going on in the school 
and community.  Watch for notice of these in the newsletters and calendars that are emailed to you each 
month. 

Volunteers! We love volunteers in the school.  We encourage parent and community involvement at events, and 
we need help with recess snacks, popcorn days and in classes and the library, too.  Let me, or any of the 
Community Council executive, know if you would like to be involved.  

 

SOME UPDATES from the COMMUNITY OFFICE: 
THANK-YOU’S! 
We have had so many valuable community-building events this past term. We could not have done them without the help from 
parents, community members, and community organizations. Thank you to all of you who have helped organize, decorate, shop, 
attend, donate financially, clean-up, and more. A special thanks, too, to our wonderful high school volunteers from Burnaby Central, 
as well as Cariboo Hill Secondary.  

Our Community and Parent Advisory Council has been working tirelessly to spearhead these events. Thank you to all of you who 
come to the meetings each month, and express your thoughts, ideas and support.  Eastside Opportunities (our 
neighbourhood association who runs our before and after school childcare, summer camps, breakfast 
program, and more) continues to support the school and community in countless ways.  We couldn’t be the 
school we are without them! 
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We also want to express our special thanks to some individuals and organizations who support our school in 
so many ways.  We thank Katrina Chen, MLA, and Peter Julian, MP, for supporting our Fireworks event and 
enjoying being in community with us. We thank the many local stores who support us, such as BASES Thrift 
Store (they give us thousands of dollars each year for adult learning and after school programs for students), 
Safeway at McBride, Save-On Highgate, Great Canadian Superstore, Native Northwest, Tommy’s Market, 
Gardenworks, and more. We are also grateful for the support we receive from the Burnaby Firefighters (snack 
and breakfast food), the Burnaby Alliance Church (financial donations), the Burnaby Rotary (Mentorship food 
and apples for snacks), the Metrotown Rotary (Coats for Kids), the Deer Lake Rotary (Boots for kids), Grand 

and Toy (family supports and school supplies), and the Guru Nanak’s Free Kitchen (toys for hampers, school supplies and food).  We 
also have many community members who very generously donate to us and want no public recognition. You know who you are.  We 
thank you form the bottom of our hearts.  

CLOTHING DONATIONS 
Second Street Community School is accepting donations of gently used linens and clothing.  We have a clothing cupboard which is 
open for any community members to access.  We also have a partnership with Big Brothers who will pay us for any clean, gently-
used clothing, linens, shoes, and purses we donate.  The money we get for these donations is used to support programs, 
activities, and initiatives at Second Street!  Donations can be dropped off in the Community Room. 

WE NEED NEW or GENTLY-USED BOARD GAMES! 
On days it is raining heavily, it is nice for the students to be able to play board games with their friends in their classrooms during the 
lunch hour.  We are hoping to make sure each classroom has some games for bad weather days.  We will be welcoming donations  of 
gently used board games or Lego to a good home (us!) so we can make this a reality.  We will be accepting donations at the 
Community Office from  January 6th to 13th.  Some popular games are: Connect Four, Monopoly, Trouble, Sorry, Jenga, Blockus, 
Lego, and Candyland and Uno, to name a few.  

Games foster all kinds of mathematical skills, friendship skills, social skills,  
cooperative skills, decision-making skills – and more! 

DID YOU KNOW? 
Did you know that you (the Community and Parent Advisory Council) gives $100 to each class, as well as the Learning Support 
teachers, ELL, Music, and Grade 7 leadership through popcorn sale money? It’s true!  

So have your child order popcorn!! They money goes right back to the school! Watch for popcorn days on the calendar! 

Did you know that we, in partnership with many of the groups mentioned above, as well as the Council and Eastside, we create about 
75 Christmas hampers each year for families in need who live in our community? It’s true!  

This is a true labour of love, with each family receiving $40-$50 in gift cards (depending on how much we get in donations), 2 – 3 large 
bags of groceries, and a toy for each child. If you would like to donate to this wonderful cause, please contact me at 604-836-3290 or 
come to the Community Office at Second Street. 

Did you know BASES Thrift Store donates tens of thousands of dollars every year to Burnaby schools? It’s true!  
They gave the “Family of Schools” (that’s us, Armstrong and Cariboo) $16,000 to use for after school programs and adult learning 
opportunities this year. So, if you are thinking of donating household items, etc., please think of BASES. They are an amazing gift to this 
community! 
Did you know we have 160 students in the Mentorship program this year? It’s true!  

We have 80 Cariboo Hill students who have volunteered their Wednesday mornings from November to Spring Break, to spend time with 
a younger elementary school student from either Second Street or Armstrong. The mentors help their mentees develop confidence and 
life skills, as well as help them feel comfortable and ready for high school. These 80 pairs mean that additional caring relationships are 
created in the community and the mentors also benefit from the leadership and responsibility this program builds in them. The younger 
students have a friendly face in the high school halls when they get there, and the whole community is permeated with this culture of 
care. It is a program we are very proud of and it is now being emulated across the district in other “Family of School” situations.  

Enjoy the holidays, everyone. If you are coming to the Breakfast with Santa, please remember to bring some cash so you can buy raffle 
tickets to win great prizes! All monies form this raffle will go back to support our drive for a new laptop cart for the school! 

Go, team! 

Yours in Community, 
Gayle Beavil 
Community School Coordinator Gayle.beavil@burnabyschools.ca / 604 836 3290 
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COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Community Office 
 

Gayle Beavil 
Community School Coordinator 

 

Angela Yee 
Office Assistant 

 

In the office from: 
Monday to Thursday — 9:00am – 2:00pm 

Fridays—9:00am-1:00pm 

Did you know…?  If you are low‐income, there are 

several supports available for you.  You can get          

recreation credits, subsidies for camp, help at       

Christmas time, and help with sports fees for your 

kids!  Ask in the Community Office. We can help. 

BREAKFAST WITH SANTA – Saturday, December 7th    
Our Breakfast with Santa event, hosted by 
our Community Council is now sold out.  
(blah, blah, blah)   
 

Second Street Community and Parent Advisory Council 
Everyone is welcome! 

These are monthly talk times for all parents and neighbours of Second Street Community School 

DATE: Monday, December 9, 2019 

TIME:   9:15 a.m. – 10:30 a.m. 

PLACE: Community Room 

RESEARCH SHOWS children’s success in school INCREASES when parents are involved and interested! 
At these meetings: 

 Join other parents and make connections. This makes the neighbourhood stronger! 

 Hear from the Principal and Community School Coordinator and find out what students are doing and how you can 
support them 

 Ask questions about school and learning  

 Help make decisions about what happens at the school 

Childcare is available at all evening meetings and toddlers are most welcome to be at the daytime meetings. 

Enjoy coffee, tea, and treats too! 

Follow Second Street Community School on Twi er! @SecondStSD41 and on Facebook 

Ques ons about Council? Go to h p://secondstreet.sd41.bc.ca/did‐you‐know/ 

Email to contact us at: secondstreetschoolcouncil@gmail.com 

    
 
...for a bottle drive  
Saturday, January 18, 2020 
Drop off from 9 am -11:30 am  
In the school’s under cover area (near the parking lot between 
the two portables adjacent to 17th Ave.  Support our school by 
saving  your bottles over the holiday period. 

    
 
 
Do you have board games that your family no longer 
uses?  Please consider donating them to Second Street 
Community School.  We will be accepting donations 
from Monday, January 6th until Friday, January 17th 
Question?  Please call the Community Office. 
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2020 Introduction to Lacrosse! 
Presented by Burnaby Minor Lacrosse 

Boys and Girls born anytime during the years 2010-2015 are 
invited to learn the basic of Lacrosse in 4 sessions for $50.  Pick 
Friday night or Saturday morning/afternoon sessions held at 
Edmonds Community School  - 7651-18th Ave., Burnaby.  
 
No Equipment needed 
Lacrosse stick and soft ball provided 

 Friday sessions—Jan 24/Jan 31/Feb 7/Feb 21 
 Saturday Sessions—Jan 25/Feb 1/Feb 8/Feb 22 
 Visit www.burnabylacrosse.com after  December 1, 2019 for 

more information, session availability, and registration link. 

All parents and community members are welcome to drop in every week at Second Street Community School for: 

"CommuniTEA TIME" 
9:00 - 10:30 

Thursday mornings  
Parents and community members are invited for coffee and refreshments with Community School Coordinator, Gayle 
Beavil, and other guest speakers of interest. Meet with other members of the community, find out about programs, 

activities and resources in this area. Get connected and get involved! 
And join us on certain Tuesdays for 
 “CommuniTEA TECH TIME” 

Tuesdays: Nov. 12, Dec. 10, Jan. 14, Feb. 18, Mar. 10 and Mar. 31 
The Burnaby Neighbourhood House will bring laptops and IPads for you to use during these informative sessions. Come 
with questions, come and try out the devices or come and work on, or get help with, a project. Their “Geek Squad” will 

help you, teach you and answer questions! 

Join us, in the Second Street Community Room, for coffee, conversation and community connections. 

"The greatness of a community is most accurately measured by the compassionate actions of its members." 
                    Coretta Scott King 


