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  Get a glimpse into our classrooms and 
schools and see all the great learning that is 
happening! 

What will we do this summer? 

What a different kind of school year we have had! We have 
had some real challenges as well as had some true blessings. 
We have had more time together as families, which can be challenging, for 
sure, but mostly a real gift. We have all been very strong and creative, and 
we will continue to support each other and love our families, as we head into 
the summer.  

Slowly, things are beginning to get back to more of what we are used to. 
As of the beginning of June, some of our favourite places are open 
again. We thought you might like to be reminded of these special places 
to take your families (this list is taken from vancouversbestplaces.com): 

Britannia Mine – the historical site is open as of May 30th for its members 
and locals who live in Britannia Beach and the surrounding area, and as 
of June 1st for the general public. 

Fort Langley – the National Historic Site resumes operations on June 8th, 
2020. 

Granville Island – the public market remains open and an increasing 
number of retail shops and restaurants in the area have resumed 
operations. 

Grouse Mountain – after being closed for over three months, the 
attraction welcomes current pass holders back up the hill starting on June 
22nd. The Grouse Grind also reopens on that date and people who hike 
up can use the Skyride tramway to get back down. People  

Lonsdale Quay Public Market – most food retailers at the world-famous 
market have either remained open or, since closing temporarily, have 
reopened. The retail level of the venue has also reopened as of May 20th. 
Over time more and more shops are starting to welcome customers once 
again. 

 

Vancouver Maritime Museum – the attraction at Vanier Park is open on 
Thursdays, Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays as of June 11th, 2020. 

Vancouver Zoo – the Greater Vancouver Zoo is back in business as of June 
1st, 2020. 

VanDusen Garden – the City of Vancouver’s botanical garden has resumed 
operations (although with just a limited number of people allowed in at 
any one time). 

 
Here are some simple, fun and mostly free ideas we found for you and the 

family to do during this COVID time:  
 

Family game night: Have a weekly game night and rotate who chooses 
the game. 

 Family movie night:  Serve popcorn and sing along to "Mary Poppins," 
watch Luke Skywalker and Darth Vader duke it out in "Star Wars" or 
watch a modern Disney classic. 

Family dance party: Host a family dance party to all sorts of different 
music and show the kids you can boogie (or salsa). Invite more guests 
via Zoom. 

Do a puzzle: If you're bored with your puzzles, trade with a neighbor.  

Lego challenges: Give everyone a bag of Lego pieces and charge your 
crew with building a house, a store, a park, their school or a castle in the 
sky — and then set the timer. Creativity wins! (There are great 30-day 
Lego challenges to be found online.) 

Let's have a picnic: Picnic or grill in the backyard or in your local park. 
Grill meat or veggie hot dogs or bring sandwiches or takeout if that 
sounds overwhelming. Bring a Frisbee or soccer ball and play. 

Outdoor game day: You can invest in a croquet set, ping-pong set up or 
basketball hoop. 



Let’s Connect! 
All parents and community members are welcome to 

drop in to this online time to connect: 
"CommuniTEA TIME ONLINE" 

Thursday, June 11th -- 12:00 – 1:00 on Zoom! 
 

COVID can be hard on you, as a couple! 
  
How do we deal with and reduce the stresses between each other, so 
you remain a strong and loving team? 

 
Please join Community School Coordinator, Gayle Beavil, and special 
guest, Georgianna Lee, parent educator and therapist, from Cameray 
Child and Family Services. 
 
Georgianna will help us explore practical strategies which can reduce 
stress, and help us be more loving and connected, as parents and 
partners. 
 
How to join the call: 
 

At time of the meeting (12pm on Thursday, June 11th), click on the link 
below, or copy and paste it in your browser. 

 
OR 
Go to zoom.us and click on join meeting. The Meeting ID is below.  

 
Topic: Gayle Beavil's Zoom Meeting "CommuniTEA Time" 
Time: June 11, 2020 12:00 PM Pacific Time (US and Canada) 
 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://zoom.us/j/91004955567 
Meeting ID: 910 0495 5567 
 
               Join us, for coffee, conversation and community connections. 

Eat someplace else: Pick another country with food you like, cook it and 
listen to their music during dinner and bring some phrases to the table 
from that location.  

Walk a dog: Become a volunteer dog walker for your less mobile or 
elderly neighbours, or the local shelters. Cat socializers are needed for 
local shelters that may be short-staffed or low on volunteers. 

Book/movie combo: Read the book, then watch the movie, then 
discuss the differences. ("Harry Potter," "Clueless"/"Emma," etc.) 

Your kid's story: Have your kids write and illustrate a book about the day 
they were born. (They can interview you or not). 

Would You Rather? Wrangle your extended family to virtually participate 
in a game that starts conversations in fun, interesting and maybe 
shocking ways. Choose any theme (and look for inspiration online). 

Do an at-home manicure: Your nails won't be salon-perfect but you'll be 
social distancing and having fun. 

Do yoga together: It helps with depression and does all sorts of other 
good things. Check Youtube! 

Question a day: If the grandparents live far away, try connecting them 
with your kids with a question a day. What's your favorite ice cream? 
Stuffed animal? Why do we love koalas so much? 

See you all very soon. We are so looking forward to being able to be 
together again more freely and easily. None of us knows exactly what 
school will look like in September, but however it looks, we will stay 
connected and be a strong, Second Street family, as we always are. Take 
care of yourselves and let’s stay safe and healthy! 
 
Yours in Community, 
Gayle Beavil 



 
Summer Reading Club is going to look a 
little different this year - we’re going 
online! 
 
Help your child succeed in school and 
life… Join the Summer Reading Club 
online. Online registration starts Friday 
June 12. 
 

During the summer, check out our website www.bpl.bc.ca/summer-
reading-club for weekly fun and exciting challenges to do. Your entries 
could be featured on the Burnaby Public Library website, Facebook page 
or Twitter! You can also find lots of great booklists and reading suggestions. 
Not sure what to read? Need a personal shopper for library books? We are 
still available to help, and excited to talk to you. Email us at eref@bpl.bc.ca 
or phone us at 604-436-5400 for book recommendations. 
Need more books? Borrow library items using Paper Bag Pickup. It's our first 
step toward reopening! Learn more at www.bpl.bc.ca/paper-bag-pickup 
or call 604-436-5400. 
FAQs:  
How do I sign up? 
Due to COVID-19, our library branches are all temporarily closed, except 
for paper bag pick up. Sign up will be done online this year. Go to 
www.bpl.bc.ca/summer-reading-club to register and see our weekly 
challenges. 

How will the Summer Reading Club be different from previous years? 
This year, there will be nothing to collect or hand in to the library—no 
reading records or calendars. But you are still encouraged to read all 
summer! You can track your reading online after you sign up, or print out 
your own reading record at home. Every child who reads this summer can 
get a medal. 
How and when can I get my medal? 
We aren’t sure yet! We are closely monitoring COVID-19 and taking safety 
precautions guided by information from local, provincial and government 
health authorities. We will send out more information in late August, but 
make sure to check our website www.bpl.bc.ca/summer-reading-club for 
updates throughout the summer. 

Borrow library items using Paper Bag Pickup. 
It's our first step toward reopening! 

Request items through our catalogue, and 
we'll schedule a time when you can pick 

them up at your preferred BPL branch. When 
you arrive, we'll bring out your order. 

To learn more, visit www.bpl.bc.ca/paper-bag-pickup 
or call  

604-436-5400. 

Burnaby Public Library 
www.bpl.bc.ca  

Register in advance for this webinar:  
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_YVNDT7JbTL608poUzACZdg  

Topic: Burnaby 
Family Life - 
Weekly Expert 
Talks for families 
"How to support 
the mental and 
physical well-
being of your 
teen."  



 

Second Street Community School Dates to Remember 
 

June 25 ……………………………. Last day of school 
September 8 ……………………… First day of school 

Celebrate with Cariboo Hill graduates!  
Attend the online ceremony on June 23, 2020 at 7:00pm.  
Check their website cariboohill.burnabyschools.ca  

Armstrong’s Got Talent   
Thursday, June 18th at 1:00pm  

 
Live on ZOOM!  

Contact Ecole Armstrong for more details. 

FUN Activites 

Six Indoor Active Games for Preschoolers & Young Children: 

It can be challenging to be indoors for long periods of time, especially 
when your little one is active and needs space to move.  All children need  
opportunities to be physically active in order to : 
*Discover the connection this creates between themselves and the world 
*Learn how and why their bodies move to reduce the chances of injury 
later in life 
*Build the competence and confidence that comes with being physically 
literate 

Check out these physically active games that you can play inside! 
 

https://frugalfun4boys.com/indoor-active-games-preschoolers/  
 
 

Recipe for Giant Bubbles:    

 6 cups of warm water 

 1/2 cup of blue Dawn original dishwashing detergent 

 1 TBSP of corn syrup (or glycerin, if you happen to have some) 
 
Mix all of the ingredients gently. Here is the secret: The bubble liquid gets 
better the longer it sits! It should marinate overnight at least.  This solution 
gets better with age and should last awhile! Tip: Just dip wands into the 
solution don’t stir or swish. It creates small bubbles and stops working.  
Enjoy! 
 
Make Your Own Bubble Wand 
https://rhubarbandwren.co.uk/  

Indoor 

Jump the river: An easy game, using just a ruler and a couple of pieces of 
string: Spread the strings just one inch apart (using the ruler to measure). 
Encourage each kid to “jump over the river.” Now widen the river by an 
inch each time. Explain the concepts of narrow and wide. See how far 
each kid can jump. 

Have an indoor campout: Pitch a sheet tent in the living room, plan a picnic 
on the rug. 

Indoor Scavenger Hunt: submitted by Pam DeVos. Our scavenger hunt uses 
the letters of the alphabet. I made 3 columns on a board starting with the 
letter A-Z and we go around the house looking for the letters or words that 
start with these letter 

Build an indoor fort: Blankets will work, or if you’ve recently stocked up on 
toilet paper and paper towels, those work great as building materials! 

Balloon Volleyball: (If volleyball is to hard see what games you can come 
up with using a balloon! ie. Can you sing the ABC’s while hitting it back and 
forth. Each time it is hit that person says the letter. OR Count each time the 
balloon is hit without touching the ground. Try and beat that score…  Please 
do not leave children unattended with balloons as balloon pieces are a 
chocking hazard for little ones.) 

Outdoor Fun 
Measure the rain: Set out a cup in an unsheltered location and monitor how 
much rain has fallen, and next thing you know you’ll be cheering for more 
rain. 
Hunt for worms: When the ground is soaked, the worms need to surface to 
get air. Kids love examining these creatures and transporting them out of 
harm’s way. 
Play Alligator: Your front walkway or sidewalk is the river and one person is 
the Alligator that lives in it. Everybody else has to try to cross the river with-
out getting caught. When caught, they become Alligators until only one 


