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7502 2nd Street 

Burnaby, BC, V3N 3R5 

Phone:  604-296-9029 

http://secondstreet.burnabyschools.ca  

February 2021 

 
Principal:  Mr. Jeff Hutton 

Head Teacher:  Ms. Brigid Gaster 

Coordinator:  Ms. Gayle Beavil  

At Second Street Community School, we are committed to   

be a respectful,  joyful, and safe learning environment where  

we all strive to be our best. 

Welcome to February! 

 

January was a great month here at Second Street. The students came back from the winter 

break eager to return to school as they missed their friends and teachers. The weather has 

been great so far—nice and dry, but cold. Please ensure that you are sending your children 

with the proper clothing in order to keep them safe and warm. If you do not have access to 

a warm jackt please email Ms. Beavil. Students will still be going outside at recess and lunch 

so we are encouraging all students to come with proper clothing for the weather including 

warm jacket, boots, gloves and hats. As always, it is helpful for younger students to have a 

change of clothes in case they get wet. 

 

February is Black History month and we are recognizing it all month long. Each day students from Ms. 

Kirkpatrick’s class are making announcements recognizing the contributions that Black Canadians have 

made throughout the years. We will also take time to celebrate friends, family and diversity  on Feb. 12 which 

is Lunar New Years, Feb. 15 which is Family Day (school will be closed) and Feb. 24 which is Pink Shirt Day.   

 

All in all the school year is ramping up. As we near March break parents thoughts turn to report cards. Report 

cards are going home with students on Wednesday March 10. As we are in a year of reporting changes this 

will be your child’s first formal report card. It will look the same as past years for our primary students and 

generally the same for our intermediate students. The major change for the grades 4 –7  students will be the 

shift from letter grades to a proficiency scale (below).   

 

Sincerely, 

Jeff Hutton 

Principal 

COLDER WEATHER 

With the colder weather upon us, we urge you to ensure your child(ren) are dressed  appropriately 

for the weather as students are expected to be outside during recess and the lunch hour - this       

includes light rain conditions.  Long sleeves, hats, gloves, and warm jackets would be best.  If your 

child is not well enough to go outside at recess and lunch, they are not well enough to be at school. 

Emerging Developing Proficient Extending 

Initial understanding of the 

concepts and competencies 

in relation to the expected 

learning  

Partial understanding of 

the concepts and compe-

tencies in relation to the 

expected learning  

 Complete understanding of 

the concepts and competen-

cies in relation to the ex-

pected learning  

Sophisticated understanding 

of the concepts and compe-

tencies in relation to the ex-

pected learning  
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Byrne Creek Community School  VIRTUAL OPEN HOUSE 
Byrne Creek Community School is a vibrant hub located in south Burnaby. With a population of approxi-

mately 1100 students, Byrne Creek is big enough to offer a offer a diverse array of programs yet small 

enough to allow everybody to feel like they are an important part of our community. Please follow the link 

to explore what it has to offer: 

https://sites.google.com/view/byrne-creek-open-house-2021/home 

GRADE 7 PARENTS 

Current Grade 7 Burnaby School District students are automatically registered for Grade 8 (starting in Septem-

ber 2021) at their catchment area secondary school.  Students who do not live in the catchment area for the 

Secondary School they wish to attend, MUST submit a Cross-District or Out-of-District Transfer Application to 

their school of choice during the month of February. If you have any questions please call the office at 

604.296.9029 ext. 3.  

KINDERGARTEN & CROSS DISTRICT REGISTRATION 

District-wide registration for the 2021/2022 school year begins Monday, February 1st, 2021. This year the 

process will be a bit different from previous years. Due to COVID19, all registrations will be done on-line via the 

SD41 website. 

To learn more about the Registration Requirements (including the  

documents you need when you register your child) please go to the 

Burnaby School District’s website https://burnabyschools.ca/registration/ 

If you would like your child to attend Second Street but  

live outside Second Street’s catchment area, please register with your 

catchment area school and then submit a completed Cross-District Ap-

plication form (signed by your catchment school’s principal) to Second Street.  For more information, please 

contact the school office at 604-296-9029.   

LATE FRENCH IMMERSION  

Armstrong Elementary offers a Late French Immersion program who will be entering Grade 6 in September 

2021.  The Late French Immersion Program is designed for students who aren’t currently enrolled in a French 

Immersion program and who wish to enter one. If you would like more information about the program and/or 

the registration process, please contact Armstrong School at 604-296-9000.  
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WEATHER RELATED SCHOOL CLOSURES 

All schools will remain OPEN, unless there is heavy snowfall, damage or other circumstances 

(e.g. power  outage) that make it impossible to operate safely.  In the event there are 

certain schools or the entire district closed due to snow (or any other weather-related 

issues) announcements will be made on local  radio stations by 7 a.m. on the day of the 

closure. Please do not call the radio station – tune in and listen for the                         

announcements, or check the radio station websites. 

Closure information will also be posted on the district website at www.burnabyschools.ca and on Twitter 

@burnabyschools (please follow us!).  However, keep in mind that there may be situations where this is not 

possible, for example, if there are power outages or technical problems.  The most reliable way to get 

school closure information is to listen to the local radio stations.  
 

PLEASE NOTE:  Information will only be provided on school closures.  If there is no closure information, our 

schools are open for learning!  However, the decision to send your child to school, or not, is ultimately a 

family decision.  

For more detailed information on weather related school closures, please refer to the district’s website 

( https://burnabyschools.ca/winter-weather-procedures/ ) 

Are your Child’s Immunizations Up to Date for Kindergarten? 

Vaccines are a healthy choice for your child. They provide  

immunity and prevent disease.  

Two vaccines are free for Kindergarten age children starting at age 4: 

• Tdap-IPV: protects against tetanus diphtheria, pertussis (whooping cough) and polio 

• MMRV: protects against measles, mumps, rubella and varicella (chickenpox) 

If public health does not have up to date information about your child’s immunizations, you will get a letter 

from your local  public health unit. 

If you get a letter from public health, please provide a copy of your child’s immunization record as soon as 

possible. You can: 

• Take the record to your local public health unit 

• Email the record to reportimmunizations@fraserhealth.ca, you can do this by emailing a photo or 
typing your child’s record; be sure the record includes your child’s full name, date of birth, sex, and 
personal health number (if available) 

• Fax or mail the record to your local public health unit 

If your child needs additional immunizations, please call your family doctor, local pharmacist (for those 5 

years of age and older), or public health to book an appointment. 

 

Visit www.fraserhealth.ca/getimmunized for a list of community vaccine providers. 

 

To book an immunization appointment with public health call: 

• 604-702-4906 (residents of Mission, Abbotsford, Chilliwack, Agassiz and Hope) 

• 604-476-7087 (residents in all other areas of Fraser Health) For more infor-
mation: www.fraserhealth.ca/immunizations 

https://burnabyschools.ca/winter-weather-procedures/
mailto:reportimmunizations@fraserhealth.ca
http://www.fraserhealth.ca/getimmunized
http://www.fraserhealth.ca/immunizations
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Fraser Health COVID-19 School Update – winter 2021 

Keep our schools safe for staff and students. 

As COVID-19 continues to be a concern, we know many of you have questions about the safety of our schools. It’s 

important to remember that COVID-19 in schools is a direct reflection of the number of cases in the wider 

community. Fraser Health has been supporting schools to manage COVID-19 exposures and is grateful for the 

commitment schools have made to reduce the risk of COVID-19 by following health and safety plans. 

While COVID-19 has been challenging for all, educators and families have shown resilience and adaptability. 

Together, we can ensure schools remain a safe and welcoming environment for staff and students. We must all 

follow public health measures to reduce our chance of getting sick and bringing the virus into the school. 

 

 How can I prevent the spread of COVID-19 in schools? 

 

For parents: 

• Only socialize with the people you live with. 

• Do not invite friends or family to your house. 

• Do not host or go to play dates. 

• Help older family members learn to connect with others online. 

• Remind everyone to wash their hands and avoid touching their face. 

• Wear a mask when in public indoor spaces. 

• Learn about ways to wear a mask with a head covering. 

For staff and students: 

• Do a daily health check and stay home when sick. 

• Get tested, even with mild symptoms. 

• If you need to self-isolate, stay away from others in your household. 

• Follow your school’s safety plan. 

• Wash hands and stay physically distant where possible. 

• Stay within your own cohort or learning group where possible. 

 

Your Questions Answered. 

Dr. Ariella Zbar, Fraser Health Medical Health Officer, answers some of our most 
frequently asked questions about COVID-19 and schools. 

Interested in learning more? Visit our school exposures page for more Q&As. Translated  

versions are available in: Arabic, Chinese, Farsi, Korean, Hindi and Punjabi. 

https://patienteduc.fraserhealth.ca/file/masks-and-head-coverings-large-poster-528836.pdf
https://www.fraserhealth.ca/health-topics-a-to-z/coronavirus/back-to-school-resources-for-parents-and-teachers#.YAevNzpKg2w
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Is it safe for my child to attend school? 

Schools have multiple layers of infection prevention and control measures that are put in place by school leadership 

teams with the support of public health. Examples of these measures include ventilation, cleaning, set-up of class-

rooms, limiting the number of interactions at school, as well as personal protective measures such as hand hygiene 

and masking. It is important to remember that school exposures are a reflection of COVID-19 transmission in the com-

munity. The more transmission we see in the community, the more likely it is that COVID-19 positive cases will come 

to school. 

What happens if there is a COVID-19 exposure at my school? 

In the event there is a confirmed COVID-19 exposure at your school: 

•The school district, school and parents will be notified that a person confirmed to have COVID-19 attended 
the school while infectious. 

•A classroom, learning group or cohort may be asked to self-monitor for signs and symptoms. 

•Close contacts will be identified by Public Health and asked to self-isolate. 

What does it mean if my school receives an Early Exposure Letter from 
Fraser Health? 

If you receive this letter, it means an individual at your school is confirmed to have COVID-19. This letter lets you know 

that Public Health is aware of this and we are completing our case and contact management. It does not mean your 

child is at increased risk of COVID-19. Please continue to attend school. If through our investigation we identify any-

one who was directly exposed and are at increased risk of COVID-19, we will contact you directly soon after you receive 

the notification letter. 

Why can there be so much time between the school exposure dates 

and receiving an Early Notification Letter? 

It is important to understand there will always be a time gap between an early notification and an exposure date. This is 

because of the time it takes for a person to develop symptoms, realize they are sick, get tested and receive their re-

sults. Contact tracing begins when lab results are received by Public Health. For a school exposure, contact tracing is 

typically complete within 48 hours. For this reason, it is imperative that staff and students are tested as early as 

possible, even with mild symptoms. This way, we receive the results sooner and can act sooner. 

 

 

Together we can keep our schools safe. 
 

 
 

Interested in learning more? Visit our School resources for parents and teachers page For testing information, visit  

fraserhealth.ca/covid19testing 

https://www.fraserhealth.ca/health-topics-a-to-z/coronavirus/back-to-school-resources-for-parents-and-teachers
https://www.fraserhealth.ca/health-topics-a-to-z/coronavirus/testing#.YAsbK7qosqU
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COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Community Office 
 

Gayle Beavil 

Community School Coordinator 
 

Dayna Prest 

Office Assistant 
 

In the office from: 

Monday to Thursday — 9:00am – 2:00pm 

Fridays—9:00am-1:00pm 

Did you know…?  If you are low-income, there are 

several supports available for you.  You can get          

recreation credits, subsidies for camp, help at       

Christmas time, and help with sports fees for your 

kids!  Ask in the Community Office. We can help. 

A NOTE FROM THE COMMUNITY OFFICE: TIPS ABOUT KIDS AND SOCIAL MEDIA 

A Safe Schools Specialist, Noam Samet, who works here in the Burnaby School District, 

has some wise words to parents about their children and social media.  

Because this is a topic on many of our minds, I thought I would share some of his gems 

with you: 

Kids’ social world doesn’t stop. When we were in school, we could come home from 

school, have time with our families, reflect on the day, and then see our friends and so-

cialize at school the next day. 

Kids today, don’t get the chance to stop, reflect, decompress. Social media creates a constant flow of so-

cializing. Kids have no down time away from social pressure and peers.  

Noam calls this, “Constant connectivity”. 

Minor issues that we would have dealt with privately, now go on social media and become very public. 

When any of us we reacts quickly, we don’t usually make the best decisions. Good decisions take time and 

thought and consideration. With social media, there is pressure to react quickly: text back, “like” 

 something, re-post, etc. There is no sitting down to write a letter to someone and writing, erasing, thinking, 

re-writing, etc. It’s texted or posted and gone. 

We should ask kids what is happening on social media, just like we ask them what is happening at school. 

They often spend just as much, or more time on social media, so why wouldn’t we want to be involved in 

that part of their lives? 

We can be interested and ask: “What did you do on your phone today?”, “What did you post today?”  

We can have them do one positive thing on social media each day, and we can ask them about it.  

The WILL make mistakes and we need to help them know how to deal with them and to avoid getting into 

trouble online. 

And, we can open up conversations and topics with them. Use open-ended questions in order to get kids 

talking, such as: “Tell me about….” and “Tell me how that works….” 

Noam also reminds us that if we were kids right now, WE would want friends on facebook, WE would want 

to use our phones, WE would be feeling the same pressures as they do. It is part of society now and we 

need to get involved, keep the conversation going by asking open questions, help them use it for good, 

teach them skills so that they can make better decisions, and ensure that we bring in other routines and 

activities into their lives so that there is a BALANCE of down time, family time and healthy social media use.  

 

Yours in Community, 

Gayle Beavil 
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Let’s Connect! 

All parents and community members from Second Street, Armstrong and Cariboo 

Hill are welcome to attend this online time to connect: 

 

"CommuniTEA TIME ONLINE" 

Thursday, February 18th – 9:30 – 10:30 on Zoom! 

How are we all doing? Let’s chat and support each other. 

 

Let’s have a COMMUNITY CATCH-UP! What is happening in the school and community? 

Have any questions about programs, resources or need any information? 

Please join Community School Coordinator, Gayle Beavil, while we listen, learn, and sup-

port each other. 

 

Topic: ONLINE CommuniTEA Time 

Time: January 21st, 2021 09:30 AM Pacific Time (US and Canada) 

 

Topic: Online CommuniTEA Time 

Time: Feb 18, 2021 09:30 AM Pacific Time (US and Canada) 

 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://ca01web.zoom.us/j/69605883116 

 

Meeting ID: 696 0588 3116 

One tap mobile 

+16473744685,,69605883116# Canada 

+16473752970,,69605883116# Canada 

 

Join us, for coffee, conversation and community connections. 

 

 

“Good people turn to love, courage and kindness in times of crisis, not hate, 
fear and cruelty.” 

Laurence Overmire 

https://ca01web.zoom.us/j/69605883116
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