
 

A note from the Community Coordinator 

It has occurred to me lately that the act of trying hard things does not always get the appreciation it 

deserves! There is so much value – for us, and our kids – in making attempts at new and difficult 

challenges, and that even in the trying there is value, whether we succeed or not. Sometimes, even 

though it is with the best intentions, we deny our kids the benefits gained from doing hard 

things. 

Sometimes, as parents, we hover around and worry about our children so much that we deny any 

real freedom, responsibilities, exploration, and agency, because we are there, trying to protect and 

watch, cushion and mold. 

A new term I heard recently was “Lawnmower Parent”! Although it is kind of an amusing 

term, it is meant to describe we parents who, rather than simply hover over our kids in 

attempts to curate their environment, lawnmower parents instead, simply go ahead and 

mow down all possible obstacles in their kids’ paths -- completely clearing the way for 

them! Unfortunately, I saw some of this in myself, and maybe you do, too. 

While we, as parents have the best intentions (such as trying to reduce struggle by making life easier 

for our kids than we had it, trying to have them avoid the hurt of heartbreak and disappointment, 

trying to have them avoid lack, by making everything more accessible for our children, etc.), we are 

inadvertently causing more harm than good, because of course, without obstacles, we cannot 

develop the skills to get over them! 

If our kids haven’t developed the skills to overcome, what happens when they face hardships? How 

do our kids then develop the important quality of resilience? 

As educators, we are noticing an increasing number of children who don’t seem to have the grit or 

the will to persist at hard things. The continual smoothing out of obstacles and bumps in the road 

does not do our kids any favours. Rather, we want our kids to do hard things and succeed at them. 

We even want our kids to attempt to do the hard things and perhaps even fail, as failure (and 

what we do with the failure), is where the richest learning is. 
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We want our kids to take the skills and information they gained from trying, to the next challenge 

they face. Each challenge becomes a learning opportunity, and each learning opportunity becomes a 

period of important growth. These repeated attempts and even failures (followed by reflections on 

the learning from those times), build the skills needed to be successful in life and to live a life of 

meaning and choice. When we have meaning and choice, we can use our strengths and gifts where 

we think they are best suited. An array of skills, from an array of challenges, will enable our 

children to decide how they want their life to look, and what kind of life will hold the most 

meaning for them. The life skills that they gain will enable them to be adaptable, flexible, 

knowledgeable and, most importantly, resilient. There is growth in the failing. 

What was a failure you have had that taught you something? 

What obstacle have you overcome and what skills did that build in you? 

When has a lost opportunity, or heartbreak, led you to something better? 

Together Strong,  

Gayle Beavil 

 

 

 

The Spring Food Bank Challenge 
  

The Greater Vancouver Food Bank’s (GVFB) Spring Challenge is an 

opportunity for the communities served by the GVFB to come 

together, in a fun way, to support our neighbours. The Spring 

Challenge unites communities in the name of friendly competition. 

  

The area that collects the most funds per capita will win the challenge... and a fun prize… 50 

pairs of tickets to Foodstock, the GVFB’s fundraiser festival, June 23, 2024 at Swangard Stadium.  

 

Please make your donation by May 31st to the Burnaby School District #41 fundraising 

page by clicking on the link below:  

https://events.foodbank.bc.ca/team/burnaby 
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Join the free Summer Reading Club for kids of all ages at Burnaby 
Public Library! 

Registration starts on Monday, June 17 at any BPL location or you can 
sign up online.  Read anything, anywhere, any way, and in any 
language.  Being read to also counts! 

Check out activities for kids at the library this summer at all locations. 

At the end of the summer kids can come in for their Summer Reading Club medals! 

Have questions? Need reading ideas? Call us at 604-436-5400 or email eref@bpl.bc.ca.   
This video (tinyurl.com/readingtipsBPL) has tips for reading with kids to get you started. 

 

 

 

"CommuniTEA TIME" 

Volunteer Celebration 
 

 

Wednesday, June 12th, 

9:00 am – 10:30 am 

In the Second Street Community Room 

 

This is a special teatime to honour all of you who have volunteered and supported 

the school. 

 

Everyone is welcome - parents, community members, etc. 

 

Come and enjoy some special snacks and some surprise treats.  

 

Let’s gather together so we can celebrate you, and say thanks! 

 

 

 

 

 

"The greatness of a community is most accurately measured by the compassionate actions of its 

members." Coretta Scott King 
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Dance Party! 

Let's send off Mrs. Beavil in style by doing one of her most favourite 

things...dancing! On Friday, June 14 between 2 to 3 pm the CPAC will 

have music blasting and freezies for sale as we celebrate Mrs. Beavil and all 

she's done for our community. See you there!"  

(made out to Supporting Burnaby Youth Society) 

at the Community Office for this event.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CPAC BULLETIN BOARD  

Check out how you can help at Second Street, what the council is up to and 

how you can help fundraise for our school. 

 

The CPAC* wants to extend a thank you to all of the support at Sports Day. 

Thank you to The Gandham Family for donating the daal and samosas, to Buy 

Low Foods for donating the hot dog buns and to Johnny Pop's for donating 

over 50% of his profits. We raised over $1400.  

Thanks to this event, other events throughout the year and the generosity of 

our supporters, we met our overall fundraising goal!  In 2023/24, we raised over $10,000 and 

received grants valuing $7800.   

These funds go directly back to the school** -  both in the classroom (including field trips, in-

class experiences, music equipment, classroom supplies & literacy resources) and out of the 

classroom (including community events, swimming, grade 7 leaving & upcoming outdoor 

classroom).  

And a giant thank you to all of the volunteers***, including our CPAC executive, who helped 

make this happen.  

 

*Community & Parent Advisory Council - a group of parents and community members 

actively working to enhance the school experience. Follow us on Facebook. 

**Learn more about these allocations at our CPAC meetings - next one is in September 

 

***Looking to help out? Check out our Job Jar. 

 

In addition to volunteering, the following are on-going ways to contribute to our school. 

• Refundable Containers -  Drop off empty containers at an Express Return-It Depot and 

credit the school using: 604-296-9029 

• Cash for Clothes – Have clothes you are getting rid of?  Drop off bagged clothes to Second 

Street School Community Office.  The school earns money for each bag donated to our 

school.  Please only donate clothes or linens as appliances, toys etc. are not accepted.  

 

And be sure to check out the Community Council tab on our webpage and Facebook page. 

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100050354962503
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1iUWOuxxBr5sK7LFDmpWI6fm2g_NACA6C4FktJtWbzDE/edit?usp=drive_link
https://secondstreet.burnabyschools.ca/community-council/
https://www.facebook.com/people/Second-Street-Community-School-Community-Council/100050354962503/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

  



Cariboo Hill Dry Grad Fundraiser 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.willsjams.com/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

3 4 5 

 

Grade 7 Camp 

6 

 

Grade 7 Camp 

7 

Pro D Day  

No School 

10 11 12 

Volunteer 

appreciation 

Tea Time 

9-10:30 

Gr. 6 Immunizations 

13 

Mrs. Beavil’s 

retirement party 

2-3:30 

Community 

Room 

14 

Freezie Sale & 

dance party  

17 18 

Musical pm 

19 

Musical pm 

20 21 

24 

 

25 

 Grade 7 

Leaving 

Ceremony 

26 27 

Students’ 

Last Day of 

School! 

28 

     


